Intro to Videography

Professor Casondra Sobieralski

Fall 2012

FINAL CUT PRO TITLES 
In a nutshell, working with titles in FCP is like working with superimpositions:  it is all about stacking.  

You can put titles over anything you want, for examples: a solid color matte, a video clip, or a still from your video.  (The latter is especially useful if you use text that moves, because moving text and moving image together can be too much for a viewer to process!)

To create a solid matte, go to video generators, and choose matte. Drag it onto the timeline, on video track 1. Double click on the clip so you can work with it in the work window.  Select the color of the matte as you would select the color of any other filter. (Click on the color box.)   You can size this matte as you would any other clip in the timeline.   

To create a still from your video, go to markers(create freeze frame.  Physically drag the image that appears in your left hand video monitor into your bin with your clips, and promptly name it.  (By default if will be named after the frame number, which will tell you nothing at a glance.  If you make many freeze frames, you will have no idea which was which w/o lining up frame numbers.  Big pain.)   Then drag the still onto your timeline, onto video track 1, just as you would do with your color matte. With video filters (discussed last lesson) you can also work with this still to manipulate saturation, brightness and contrast, or hue through a tint, similar to working in Photoshop.  This might be desirable to visually push back the image in order to allow the text to pop forward.  –basic color theory stuff from drawing and painting.   (See me if you need a crash course on color theory.)

OK, now you are ready to go to video generators(titles.  You can choose from still text, lower third still text (for subtitles), a typewriter effect, crawling text (right to left or left to right), or scrolling text (top to bottom or bottom to top).  There are also plug-ins available for things like 3D titles.

After you select your text option, drag that onto your timeline, onto video track 2.  Position it ABOVE your matte, video clip, or still image.  Make sure they are sized the same.  (For stylistic reasons, you might want to have your title be shorter than the clip below, so it appears gradually.  If so, adjust size accordingly.)

To make changes to your text, double click on the text clip so that you have access to options for that clip in your work window.  Go to the controls tab.  Type in the window, and choose font, size, bold/italics, kearning (space between letters), leading (space between lines of text), just as you would in Word.   You can also choose a color for the text, again by clicking on the color box.  Now go to the motion tab.  If you want to play with the position of the text on the page, do so by changing the x,y coordinates.  You can change the speed and direction of moving text under this tab.  AND, you can create drop shadows.

A drop shadow is an underlayer of text that matches the text you already have created. It is locked to that text, so that if you change scale, positioning, kearning, etc., the drop shadow will adjust accordingly.  Drop shadows are useful because they, too, can help your text “pop” visually.  Say you have a dark green matte and light green text.  You can see it, but how could you see the text better?  Try creating a hot pink drop shadow, so that a thin sliver of pink is visible around some edges of your light green letters.  Pink pushes against green, so the text and background will separate more than green-on-green.  Again, this is basic color theory stuff.  Play with it and have fun, as if you were painting.

To create your drop shadow, click the box by the same name.  Click the triangle next to the words drop shadow so as to open the drop shadow menu of options.  You can select the angle of your drop shadow here.  (Do you want the shadow to the left, right, bottom right, etc, of your text?)   You can set how far offset you want the drop shadow from the text.  The default is 10, but this will put your shadow far from your top text.  Try .5, 1, 1.5, 2, or even 3 for an offset number.  See what you think.   You can also choose to have soft or hard edges to your shadows, or to have a varying degree of opacity, under this menu.

RENDER your title components, both tracks 1 and 2.  (Shift click to select both clips.  Go to render(selection.  Remember to make sure your render options include the color that your titles indicate need to be rendered, most likely red. )

You can also add transitions, such as fade to black or cross dissolves, to your title components.  Do this just as you would to any other clips.  This can be much less visually jarring than having your titles JUST APPEAR! BOOM! 

Any further questions, look under HELP, creating titles.  
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