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Emphasis, Focal Point and juxtaposition
“How does the designer catch a viewer’s attention? How does the artist provide a pattern that attracts the eye? Nothing will guarantee success, but one device that can help is a point of emphasis or focal point. This emphasized element initially can attract attention and encourage the viewer to look closer.”
Timeline:

Thursday, February 14: Class in 106. Photoshop demonstration. Have your images saved to a jump drive and ready to resize. Have your ideas ready for your assignment. 
Tuesday, February 19: Critique Day. Project due at the beginning of class. 

Project: Create a diptych (two images) with a distinct message that juxtaposes two key elements. In each image you need to create a point of interest in the composition by emphasizing contrast, isolation and/or placement. You can use more than one technique in this composition to establish primary and secondary focal points or accent points within each composition. 

Juxtaposition: juxtaposition means placing things side-by-side. In art this usually is done with the intention of bringing out a specific quality or creating an effect, particularly when two contrasting or opposing elements are used. The viewer's attention is drawn to the similarities or differences between the elements.

· Create a concise message through the juxtaposition (or placement of) two digital photographs side by side, this will create a diptych (two images meant to be read in tandem).  As we discussed in the lecture, we’d like you think about the power of what happens when you intentionally position two subjects side by side that are disparate from one another.  The key with this part of the assignment is to make the viewer aware of something new through the juxtaposition. 
· Your diptych must have a title that conveys your intended message. 
· Submission requirements: Your project must be submitted in digital form.  You will take your images will the school’s (or your own) digital camera.  You may check out a digital camera from the MA Dept., but please note that all checkouts are due the following day by 10 am equipment window.  If you return the equipment late, you will incur a $5 late fee. 
· The critique for this project will be projection-based and you will need to be prepared to support the formal and conceptual choices within your diptychs.  

· Your two final digital files will be burned to a CD, which will be passed out in class.  Write your name, the date, and project title on your CD with a sharpie!  
Guidelines: 

· Your images need to be sized to 5x7 each at 300 ppi.

· Please create a canvas as 5x14 to position each image side by side (if horizontal). 

· The orientation of your images may be vertical or horizontal. 

Evaluation: Work will be graded on:
· Having achieved an intended point of interest in each image by emphasizing contrast, isolation and/or placement.    

40%                                                    
· Creativity of juxtaposition and 




successful creation of a new message.   40%

· Presentation of work 


20%


Technical expectations (burned CD)/ 

Correctly prepared imagery
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